[Porphyria erythropoietica congenita Günther and chloroquine (author's transl)].
Treatment of a six-year-old boy with porphyria congenita (Günther) by small amounts of chloroquine was followed by a sharp but transient increase of the urinary excretion of porphyrins. Moreover, a nearly complete normalization of the previously observed rigidity of the erythrocytes occurred. With respect to the possibility that this elevated rigidity plays an important role for the typical hemolysis connected with this porphyria, the application of chloroquine could be of therapeutic value for this disease.